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and politics. Perhaps the non-sociological factors mentioned may have helped, during a long history, to produce common tendencies among the nations inhabiting such a space, which may induce them to federate. Or the very opposite may have taken place, for example if, during the existence of an empire based upon such natural facilities, conditions evolved making impossible the restoration of any kind of union without a simultaneous restoration of oppression which was considered intolerable. Multi-national federation cannot be conceived as something destructive to the very existence of the constituent nations. Anyone who tries to replace the lacking assent of the nations for which he plans by some " superior " claim of geography, " the natural rights of a master-race ", cc the historic rights " of a dynasty, and the like, ought clearly to say that what he is planning is an empire, serving imperialist purposes, and not a federation.
(0) MAIN SOCIAL FORCES AND THE ISSUE OF DANUBIAN FEDERATION
In 1934, Or. BcucB stated that the reasons for the poor prospects of Danubian federation were of a psychological and moral rather than a political or economic nature. All the Danubian states had an instinctive aversion to a federal solution of the Danubian problem, because it reminded them, each in a different way, of the former Monarchy. Some were opposed to federation because it recalled to them their former oppression under the Hapsburg Empire ; others, who were once the dominant power, rejected the idea of a federation because they were afraid that, since they would constitute a distinct minority in such a formation, they might come under the yoke of those whom they had formerly oppressed.1
This description of the pre-Hitleritc position seems fairly correct. It is well known how the second group mentioned by BcneS solved the dilemma : they saw to it that, when some degree of unity was established by external force., it was established in such a way that old-fashioned democratic conceptions of majority rule could not endanger the c< natural claim " of " born master-races " who understood how to keep on good terms with the foreign overlord. But what will happen once the latter's rule collapses, together with that of its satellite regimes ?
The only way to answer this question is to discuss the probable attitude of the various classes of the population when the issue of federation becomes topical. Only in Austria and Czechoslovakia
1 BeneS, op. cit., p. 285.